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-wealth and his taste he has left enduring monuments in
his buildings ; for beauty and solidity on the face of this
earth they have no compare.
During the earlier portion of his reign Shah Jehan
resided chiefly at Agra. He pulled down a good deal of
the then palace, and erected in its place those squares
find marble edifices that I have described, as also the
mausoleum to the memory of his favourite queen, which,
under its abbreviated designation of the ' Taj,' is known
throughout the world. The proper appellation of the
building I may mention is ' Taj beebee ke rouzah,' that
ig, < The Tomb of the Crown Lady.' The name of this
favourite queen was ' Mumtaz Mahal' (' the ornament of
the Zenana'). In the Emperor's attachment there was
not, that I am aware of, any romance, nor of its object,
that I ever heard, are there any traditions. The celebrity
of the lady is derived solely from her tomb.
After residing in the fort for some years Shah Jehan
declared the summer heats of Agra to be insupportable,
and removed his capital to Delhi, that to the sensations
of Englishmen is but little, if any, cooler. At Delhi
Shah Jehan erected a palace, which among the royal
residences of the East is considered to have had no equal.
In his declining years the Emperor illustrated the
mutability of human affairs and the instability of the
power of Oriental despots. Seized with illness, he was
unable to present himself at the daily public audiences ;
the report spread that he was dying, and at once his four
sons rose in rebellion and prepared to contend for the
about-to-be-vacant throne. Shah Jehan partially re-
covered ; he made friends with his eldest son, and, ill as
he was, hurried on with their united armies to Agra,
-against which his younger son, Aurungzebe, was ad-
vancing. Then followed, on a larger scale, scenes much